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Dreaming big
Legacy Week 2019 honored some of the community’s brightness minds
Saturday, Feb. 2 at Empath Health. L-R, Karen Pritchett, Thomas “Jet” Jackson,
Dr. Allyson Watson, Bob Devin Jones, Dr. Ray Arsenault and J.C. Pritchett
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Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – Each
year, Legacy Week celebrates
the accomplishments, power,
strength and courage of leaders
in the community. This year’s
highlights included lecturer Dr.
Susannah Heschel, professor of
Jewish Studies at Dartmouth
College, a golf tournament, and
of course, the Legacy Awards
Dinner where this year’s theme
was the Family Reunion.
When you think of a family
reunion, a smorgasbord of food
may come to mind or maybe
pulling a hamstring trying to
keep up with the younger generation playing football. However, as Legacy Week, Inc.
board member and mistress of

ceremony Karen Pritchett expressed, family reunions are
much more meaningful.
“It’s a time to connect, a
time to be reflective, a time to
mend broken relationships and
to start a new relationship,” she
said as she invited the community—or family—to celebrate
the legacies of the honorees.
Each year, the Legacy
Awards recipients are lured to
the banquet under false pretenses and surprised when
their names are called, but
sometimes that plan backfires.
Rev. Clarence Williams, senior
pastor of Greater Mt. Zion
AME Church, was not there to
collect his Community Champion Award.
Rev. Williams is most certainly a community champion,

however, having open the Cross
& Anvil Human Services, where
the goal is to close the educational, digital and wealth gap in
underserved communities.
Although Rev. Wayne G.
Thompson, senior pastor of
First Baptist Institutional, was
made aware of his honors, he
was glued to his ailing mother’s
bedside. Good friend Loretta
Gilstrap accepted his Faith
Award.
“The first Saturday in Feb.,
if your family and friends are
encouraging you to come to a
Black History Month event,
there is a chance you may be
recognized,” said Legacy
Week, Inc. President Rev. J.C.
Pritchett.
See LEGACY, page 9

NCNW Day of Service

4th annual raising of the Woodson flag
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
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ST. PETERSBURG – For the
last four years, each Feb. 1, the
first day of Black History Month,
Mayor Rick Kriseman and city
officials have raised the Carter
G. Woodson flag outside city hall
to mark the beginning of Black
History Month.
The precursor to Black History Month was created in 1926
when
historian
Dr.
Woodson and the Association
for the Study of Negro Life and
History announced the second
week of Feb. to be “Negro History Week.” This week was chosen because it coincided with
the birthday of Abraham Lincoln on Feb. 12 and of Frederick
Douglass on Feb. 14, both of
which dates black communities
had celebrated together since
the late 19th century.
The celebration was expanded to a month in 1976 when
President Gerald R. Ford urged
Americans to “seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neg-

Mayor Rick Kriseman and city officials raised
the Carter G. Woodson flag outside city hall to
mark the beginning of Black History Month
lected accomplishments of black
Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history.”
More than 40 years later, the
City of St. Petersburg is the only
city in the country to raise the
Carter G. Woodson flag over a
government entity in recognition of Black History Month.
“So on days like this, I like to

reflect on how far we’ve come as
a city, as a community,” said
Mayor Kriseman, noting that although we don’t always see eye
to eye that “our shared vision of
creating a city of opportunity”
will always help us see common
ground.
This year’s flag raising came

Gina Driscoll
BY GINA DRISCOLL
St. Petersburg City Council, District 6

ST. PETERSBURG — It has
now been two years since the Walmart Neighborhood Market
closed at Tangerine Plaza, leaving
thousands of St. Petersburg residents in a food desert without
easy access to fresh, affordable
groceries. Transportation is a
challenge for many residents with
limited incomes, making it difficult to get to the nearest supermarket, which is now miles away.
Smaller neighborhood stores
meet some needs but do not offer
the range of products available in
a traditional grocery store, and
the prices are often much higher.
Food deserts contribute to poor
health and the cycle of poverty,
with our children and seniors suffering the most.
This is a social justice issue,
and it’s the top issue that keeps
me up at night. We need to solve
the problem, and we need to get it
right this time.
We’ve been down this road before. Walmart’s abrupt departure
marked the second major chain
grocery store to close at Tangerine Plaza. The first, a Sweetbay Supermarket, closed in 2013 with
little notice, citing poor sales performance.
To understand why, and to
learn what might be successful
there, the city enlisted a consultant to conduct a market study that
was released in the fall of 2017.
The study analyzed household
sizes and incomes in the area as
well as grocery offerings and
other services available within approximately one mile of Tangerine
Plaza.
The results confirmed some of
what we already knew—that we
need a grocery store that offers a
good range of fresh, healthy
foods, quality products and services at affordable prices for families on a budget. What we didn’t
know was how tight that budget
is.
Based on incomes, a traditional chain grocery store is not
even sustainable at this location.
Years of stagnant wages, rising
costs of housing and healthcare
and limited paths out of poverty
have taken a toll. Now we know
why the traditional stores have
failed, and we know that we must
take a more creative approach to
solve this pressing issue.

See WOODSON, page 2
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Amiah Adams is dreaming big
BY KARIN DAVIS-THOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
When Amiah Adams got
the good news, she was so
excited she began to cry. A
ninth-grader at Dixie
Hollins High School, she
was recently one of only 100
students selected to participate in Steve Harvey’s annual Disney Dreamers
Academy.
The program, sponsored by Essence magazine,
is a four-day workshop that
hopes to inspire attendees
and provide them with the
guidance and skills to make
their dreams come true.
More than 10,000 students
applied for a chance to attend.
“I know it is such an
honor and privilege to be selected for the program,”
Amiah said. “My chances of
getting in were like hitting
the lottery, so I was
shocked, but at the same
time I’m a strong believer in
God and God’s plan, so it
was His plan for me.”
Amiah is most excited
to meet the other Disney
Dreamers as well as Harvey. She’s also looking forward to the career guidance
the program has to offers.
Her mother, Latanya
Adams, is tremendously
proud of her daughter, not
only for becoming a
Dreamer but also for her
dedication to her studies
and being an honor student.
“I am proud of how focused she is on her academics,” Adams stated. “She
pushes herself and always
sets goals for each grading
period.”

As for becoming a
Dreamer, Adams said she
couldn’t be happier for her
daughter, especially getting
in on her first try.
“I know it’s a big accomplishment, especially being
chosen as a freshman,” she
asserted. “Many kids apply
every year and never get in.
I gave her a big hug.”
Amiah’s resume already
includes maintaining a 3.8
GPA, a cadet in the Junior
Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps (JROTC), the Zeta
Phi Beta Youth Auxiliary
program where she currently serves a president,
vice president of the Boys
and Girls Club Keystone
Leadership Program and a
cheerleader for the SideLine Angel Elite Cheer
Squad. She also loves reading and listening to music,
especially Drake and the
Migos.
Amiah is a member of
the Academy of Entertainment Arts magnet program
at Dixie Hollins where she
is learning about filmmaking, digital arts and design.
She noted that learning
about arts and entertainment fills her creative side
and works as a great plan B
if her goal of working in the
medical field doesn’t pan
out.
After high school, she
plans to attend Bethune
Cookman or Howard University and become a perioperative nurse, which is a
nurse that helps plan, carry
out and assess treatment for
patients undergoing surgery. After graduating from
college, she wants to enlist
in the army as a military officer and serve in the med-

City raises the Carter G. Woodson flag over City Hall
WOODSON, from front page

ical unit.
Amiah credits her mom
for inspiring her to dream
big and learn as much as
she can about all that she
can.
“My mother reinforces
the importance of an education. She calls it the ‘great
equalizer,’” she said. “I just
believe in being my best.”
Amiah will participate in
the Dreamers Academy at
the Walt Disney World Resort from March 21-24, and
learn skills that could give
her an edge in the job market. She will also get the
chance for career exploration by meeting professionals already working in
various fields. Mentors, including Steve Harvey, will
also work with the students.
“I have already connected with the other 99
Dreamers via social media,”
Amiah said. “We are already
forming friendships, and we
are all so excited for this opportunity.”
To learn more about the
Dreamers Academy, visit
www.disneydreamersacademy.com.
To reach Karin DavisThompson, email kdavisthompson@theweeklychallen
ger.com

one day after what would
have been Jackie Robinson’s 100th birthday, and
weeks after what would
have been Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s 90th
birthday.
“Two men who altered
the course of history, who
we celebrate this month
and who we should be
thankful for each and
every day, every month,”
said Kriseman.
Not to be too political,
Kriseman mentioned that
this year’s flag-raising ceremony coincides with the
announcement of two
African Americans running for U.S. president,
Senators Cory Booker and
Kamala Harris.
“Just think about our
progress. For all resistance
African Americans still
meet, for all the evil they
still endure, our nation is,
in fact, changing for the
better when black people
run for president, not as a
novelty but as a norm,” he
asserted.
Kriseman also mentioned the “unprecedented

advancements” in the City
of St. Pete where so many
African Americans occupy
positions of leadership,
both within the government and the community.
Before the flag was
raised, Terri Lipsey Scott,
executive director of the
Carter
G.
Woodson
African American History
Museum took to the
podium.
“As we are joined here
today, it is our hope that we
will not only raise the flag,
but raise our conscious
awareness of the countless
contributions that African
Americans have made to
ensure the success of not
only this city, this state but
this nation,” she avowed.
“The history we are writing today will be celebrated for years to come.”
Lipsey Scott said by
raising the flag over City
Hall to commemorate
Black History Month
demonstrates a “vow to
this community of respect
and inclusion.” Ending
with a quote from Dr.
Woodson about how the

loss of inspiration comes
from the loss of your history, she said, “Let us forever work to ensure that
the contributions of our
brothers and sisters are
never lost, silenced, edited
or eradicated as we preserve the legacies of
African Americans.”

Food insecurity in St. Pete

PUBLIC NOTICE

PLAZA, from front page

The City of St. Petersburg is seeking your input by way of a community needs assessment survey.
Survey results will be incorporated into our Consolidated Annual Action Plan to be submitted to the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for FY 2019. Any interested persons
wanting to provide input is invited to go to http://www.stpete.org/housing/index.php to complete the
survey.
For additional information concerning this notice, please contact the Department of Housing and
Community Development at (727) 892-5452. For any non-English speaking citizen who may require
interpretation, an interpreter may be provided upon request. Persons with disabilities requiring
reasonable accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, please contact the
City Clerk, (727) 893-7202, or call our TDD number (727) 892-5259.

NOTICIA PÚBLICA
La ciudad de San Petersburgo está buscando su opinión a través de una encuesta de evaluación de
necesidades de la comunidad. Los resultados de la encuesta se incorporarán a nuestro Plan de Acción
Anual Consolidado que se presentará al Departamento de Vivienda y Desarrollo Urbano (HUD)
de los EE. UU. Para el año fiscal 2019. Se invita a todas las personas interesadas que deseen aportar
información a http: //www.stpete. org / housing / index.php para completar la encuesta
Para obtener información adicional sobre este aviso, comuníquese con el Departamento de Vivienda
y Desarrollo Comunitario al (727) 892-5452. Para cualquier ciudadano que no hable inglés y pueda
necesitar interpretación, se le puede proporcionar un intérprete si lo solicita. Las personas con
discapacidades que requieren adaptaciones razonables conforme a la Ley de Estadounidenses con
Discapacidades de 1990, comuníquese con el Secretario Municipal, (727) 893-7202, o llame a nuestro
número TDD (727) 892-5259.
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I’m sometimes asked,
“What’s taking so long?”
My answer is that we
simply can’t afford to get
it wrong again. We’ve
learned that the easy, traditional solutions aren’t
the answer here.
Last year, the city requested proposals for the
Tangerine Plaza site in
hopes of attracting a viable option that truly
serves the community.
We received six proposals, with some offering
unique concepts to revitalize the space. City staff
continues to field inquiries from interested
parties with new ideas.
I’m confident that we
will find the right fit. But
it’s crucial that we move
forward carefully, with
the community’s needs
as the top priority and a
strong blueprint for longterm success – not just a
quick fix. That takes time
and patience.

“This is a social justice issue,
and it’s the top issue that keeps me
up at night,” said Driscoll on Tuesday.
Every person deserves to have reasonable access to fresh,
healthy, affordable food.
The persistence of our
food desert situation impedes our ability to improve health outcomes,
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quality of life and economic development in an
essential area of our city.
We will continue to work
on this with urgency, we
will find a solution, and
we will get it right this
time.

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

DEADLINES

THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

Volume 51 • Number 21
Published Thursday,
February 7, 2019
12 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2019

COMMUNITY NEWS
AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER

1968: A pivotal year of change
BY JENNIFER GAMBLETHEARD, M.ED.
ASALH Historian

The Civil Rights Movement of the mid-20th century was a turning point
that initiated many crucial
events in the United States.
It was a vast movement of
thoughts and actions that
received pushed back
against the stuck-in-place
social and political inertia of
the vast majority of nonblack American citizens.
For too long, African
Americans had been boxed
into an existence created
by rules and attitudes
based on greed, arrogance,
ignorance and hate. Fed up
with injustices and frustrated from pent-up emotions, the descendants of
the black diaspora (slaves)
became the resistance
against institutionalized
racial segregation, discrimination and inequality.
Between 1955 and
1968, acts of nonviolent
protest and civil disobedience produced crises and
productive dialogues between activists and government authorities.
Leaders of the Civil
Rights Movement chose
the tactic of nonviolence as
a means to dismantle the
intricacies and mechanisms of injustices that had
been systematically inflicted upon African Americans for centuries. In the
1960s, elements of black activism began to use the
term of nonviolence in a
broad interpretation.
During this time, the
Civil Rights Movement
moved forward in undercurrents of turmoil as civil
progress seemed to be an
elusive dream. African
Americans continued to

fight for equal rights in
American society with nonviolent tactics such as
marches, sit-ins, organized
protests, peaceful rallies
and political appeals, but
many young people and extreme left thinkers grew
tired of Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s nonviolent strategies.
There were those who
had decided to use force
when necessary and were
more interested in a militant brand of activism. The
movement was beginning
to take on a new face.
After decades of racial,
economic and politically
forced poverty in inner
cities across the U.S.,
sources of tensions developed. Several cities across
the country had devastating race riots as early as
1917 in East St. Louis,
Rosewood, Fla., in 1923,
Watsonville, Calif., in 1930,
Harlem in New York City in
1943, just to name a few.
There happened to
have been race riots in any
given city somewhere in
the United States each
decade from the 1820s. By
the time of the Civil Rights
era of the 1960s, race riots
began to occur with more
frequency and intensity.
Many cities from coast
to coast, north to south and
scattered about the midwest that had sizable
African-American populations had the potential to
explode at any time. In 1967
and 1968, city after city
began to erupt with blacks
expressing their anger and
suppressed frustrations.
After a year of multiple
explosive situations that engulfed the country in 1967,
the climax of the movement began to take form.
The year 1968 became the

pivotal year of radical
change.
That year in history impacted black people more
than any other time within
the past one-hundred year
time period. Events of ‘68
still reverberate to this day,
altering the inertia of the
United States.
Barely into the new
year in early February, the
Orangeburg Massacre in
South Carolina resulted as
black students attempted to
desegregate a bowling
alley on the campus of
South Carolina State University. From that attempt,
three students were killed
and 28 others were shot in
their backs. Nine officers
stood trial for excessive
force but were acquitted of
all charges.
In March, more than
1,000 Howard University
students held a five-day sitin on campus protesting its
ROTC program and the
Vietnam War. They demanded a black studies
program, black history infused into the curriculum
and school involvement in
the community. The protest
ended with some of their
demands met.
On March 31, President Lyndon Johnson announced his decision not to
seek re-election, leaving
black people fearing the
loss of federal support for
civil rights, and realizing
they had to fine tune their
efforts.
On April 4, Dr. King
was assassinated in Memphis, Tenn, while there
showing support for the
sanitation workers’ strike.
He was also in the process
of organizing a national
Poor People’s march on
Washington. Civil Rights
leaders pleaded for peace,

The Black Pearls give a history lesson
ST. PETERSBURG —
The St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the National Council of Negro
Women, Inc. (NCNW) is
taking charge and advancing founder Dr. Mary
McLeod Bethune’s legacy
into the 21st century. In her
last will and testament, she
wrote: “I leave you finally a
responsibility to our young
people,” and the Metropolitan section takes their obligation to the youth
seriously.
On Friday, Feb. 1, their
Black Pearls Youth Council
opened the Black History
Month program at the Westminster Suncoast Quak
Center for Lifelong Learning to an enthralled room.
The young ladies were
invited to perform for the
residents at the beautifully
landscaped Westminster
Suncoast retirement community, and they did not
disappoint. In a thoughtprovoking performance of
the matriarchs of NCNW,
the Pearls depicted the
lives of renowned national

Shenyah Ruth reading
poem “Phenomenal
Woman” by Maya
Angeliou

and local women such as
Dr. McLeod Bethune, Dr.
Dorothy Irene Height, Ingrid Saunders Jones, Fannye Ayer Ponder and
Coretta Scott King.
Under the direction of
Black Pearls Youth Director
Sandra Gibson, the young
ladies performed readings,
poetry and dance for an audience of more than 50 people. Along with the
performances, a civil rights
documentary was viewed
and Thelma Bruce, local
NCNW president, provided
the closing remarks.
About the Black
Pearls
The Black Pearls is a
membership of young
ladies (age 10 until completion of high school). Their
purpose is to allow young
women an opportunity to
continually develop finer
qualities of womanhood;
share and exchange personal ideas and goals, support academic achievement,
encourage high ethical standards and provide various
community services.

Dr. Ingrid Saunders
Jones portrayed by
Jensis Richardson

Dr. Mary McLeod
Bethune portrayed by
Kamea Hamilton

Dr. Dorothy Irene
Height portrayed by
Niyah Henderson

Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune’s
last will and testament
read by Xela Wade and
Dh’Ryai Williams with help
from Youth Director Sandra
Gibson

Robert Kennedy and Rev. Walter E. Fauntroy toured the damages after
days of rioting in Washington, D.C., when Martin Luther King, Jr. was
assassinated. Two months later, Kennedy would be killed in Calif.
yet riots broke out in more
than 125 U.S. cities before
Dr. King was buried on
April 9 in Atlanta.
Immediately following
the death of Dr. King, the
country erupted in violent
riots, the most severe occurring in Washington,
D.C., Chicago and Baltimore. Even Tampa and
Miami had a few volatile
moments. More than 40
people were killed during
the month of protest, which
led to greater racial tensions between white and
black Americans.
By the end of April, the
Civil Rights Act of 1968 was
passed, which prohibited
housing
discrimination
based on race. This law
opened up the opportunity
for African Americans to
expand the boundaries of
where they could buy
homes and live.
On June 5, Robert
Kennedy, brother of assassinated President John
Kennedy, was slain after
winning the California presidential primary.
In Sept., the first Black
Studies program was
founded at San Francisco
State University. Students
of color collaborated to get
a Chicano Studies program, plus other programs,
which would draw attention
to the relevance and attrib-

utes of other cultural
groups.
In Oct., United States
athletes at the Olympics
took a stand in Mexico City.
Tommie Smith and John
Carlos silently raised blackgloved fists during the National Anthem. Some U. S.
reactions considered their
act as “an embarrassment
visited upon the country.”
Despite the negative storm,
they were considered heroes by the black community.
On Nov. 5, Republican
Richard Nixon won the
presidency. Nixon had
campaigned to fight for law
and order and stand for the
“silent majority” (same
stand as Trump). The good
news at the same time was
that Shirley Chisholm became the first black woman
to be elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives.
Although the Civil
Rights Movement was a
decades-long struggle, the
precision
in
timing
achieved constitutional and
legal rights that African
Americans had fought for
more than 300 years. With
roots dating back to the Reconstruction era during the
19th century, the movement achieved its most
substantial legislative gains
in the mid-1960s after years
of direct actions and

protests from African
Americans and their supporters.
Those most important
actions occurred from the
1950s until 1968. Since
then, there have been political and social gains of
many kinds. African Americans helped to elect government representatives of
our choice and most importantly to select the first
black president in 2008. We
have maintained a political
awareness that should
keep us active and involved
in what happens to the future of America.
Black pride has been a
key to our social evolution
in American; yet, we must
continue to be aware of
steps that must still be
climbed in economics, education, and even global diversity. We must remain
committed to the cause.
We must teach our children how far we have come
from the turmoil of the Civil
Rights Movement, and
more importantly, the necessity to continue the fight
for equality, justice and
progress.
Jennifer
GambleTheard, M.Ed. is a retired
Pinellas County educator in
the study of history and language. She is also the historian for the St. Petersburg
Branch of ASALH.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Emerging Leader 2019 Fellow –
Mhariel Summers
ST. PETERSBURG —
The 2020 Plan, City of St.
Petersburg Department
of Urban Affairs and One
Community’s Emerging
Leaders Fellowship & Intern Program have engaged 11 young adults
ages 18-40 who have expressed a desire to grow
in community leadership.
The program will provide training for the fellows and interns then
supervise them to serve
as an active force in community advancement initiatives with introductions
to many community leaders. Our community
needs leaders to continue
positive movement in
community activism.
In partnership with
The Weekly Challenger,
the 2020 Plan would like
to introduce another dynamic member of the
Emerging Leaders Inaugural Class 2019 Fellow,
Mhariel Summers.
After graduating from
Lakewood High School in

2009, this 28-year-old St.
Pete native joined the
workforce and did well for
herself. She lived in Denver for a few years working
in
sales
from
lease-to-own to car sales.
In 2015, Summers’ life
went in a different direction. She contributes her
life change to a unique
combination of tribulations that directed her to a
new path, seeking more
self-prosperity and peace.
The next year, Summers enrolled in college
and received an Associates in Arts degree from
St. Petersburg College.
She is currently a junior at
the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg,
majoring in political science with a 3.9 GPA.
Summers has dedicated her education to understanding the plight of
black people in America,
even traveling to South
Africa to better understand apartheid.
As an emerging leader

BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

Mhariel Summers
in the community, she
currently works at the Dr.
Carter
G.
Woodson
African American History
Museum. She is a member of Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church and credits God
with hearing her prayers
and “ordering my steps”
to bring her where she is
today.
Summers believes the
black community in St.
Pete is on the cusp of a
great renaissance, and
she is all too ready to be a
part of it.

Shop Talk: Human trafficking
workshop
Shop Talk: Human
trafficking workshop
ST. PETERSBURG — A
workshop for salon owners, business professionals and the community to
gain knowledge and
awareness of human trafficking will be held Feb.
15 at St. Petersburg College Midtown campus.
Human trafficking is
the trade of humans for
the purpose of forced
labor, sexual slavery or
commercial sexual ex-

ploitation for the trafficker
or others. Owners and
employees of hair salons,
barbershops,
massage
parlors, nail salons as well
as any other interested
business professionals are
urged to attend.
It is imperative that the
salons have this information and are in compliance
with Florida Statute
787.29 and County Ordinance, which requires
them to display public
awareness signage to inform the public about

The 2018 Studio@620 Honors
celebrated St. Pete’s best in art
and architecture

human trafficking and resources for assistance.
This workshop will
feature
professional
speakers who are involved in the field of
human trafficking, survivor stories, as well information of the human
trafficking
currently
going on in the Tampa
Bay area.
Don’t miss Shop Talk
next Friday, Feb. 15 at the
Midtown campus of St.
Petersburg College from
10-2 p.m.

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Studio@620 presented its 2018 Honors
Awards in Dec. at Openhouse, an airy gathering
space at 1113 Central
Ave.
The evening saw an
array of long-time supporters also gathered to
remember and pay tribute to Studio@620’s
David Ellis, who led the
organization alongside
artistic director Bob
Devin Jones.
Last year’s Studio
honors went to visual
artist Ya Levy-La’ford and
architect Tim Clemmons. The Ola Mae
Jones Emerging Artist
Award was presented to
choreographer
and
dancer Alex Jones.
Of
the
honors
awards, Bob Devin Jones
acknowledged, “It gives
us the opportunity to say,
‘thank you’ to this wonderful community, and
this is our latest way of
saying ‘thank you’ to Tim
Clemmons and Ya La’ford.”
La’ford, a Bronx-born
artist who splits her time
between
St.
Pete,
Kingston, Jamaica and
New York City, is wellknown for her mystical
and evocative geometric
and hieroglyphically-inspired works.
Her work has shown
throughout the U.S., in
Europe, Africa, Asia and
South America. Widelyawarded, she has been a
Tampa Bay Best of the
Bay Artist and a
Kennedy Center Citizen
Artist Fellow.
Bob Devin Jones’
emotion was evident as
he presented the award
to La’ford, saying, “One
of the most wonderful
things about any artist is
that they give us more to
see, and Ya has given us
so much to see,” noting
her strength and commitment to her work.
La’ford returned the
sentiment
graciously,
sharing, “Bob was one of
the first people that I met

Bob Devin Jones and Ya Levy-La’ford

Bob Devin Jones presenting the Ola Mae
Jones Emerging Artist Award to Alex Jones
passed on March 11,
2018. A student of industrial design, he worked
for many years with the
Smithsonian Institution.
He was one of the
founders of Great Explorations, The Hands On!
Museum, and along with
his wife Astrid, who was
on hand that night to accept the honor on his behalf, was a volunteer at
Community Tampa Bay’s
Anytown
community
leadership program for
youth and young adults.
Ellis launched The
Studio@620 in 2004
alongside Bob Devin
Jones with a mission of
bringing people from diverse cultural backgrounds together to
experience artistic and
educational programs in
a variety of art forms.
To learn more about
The Studio@620’s 2019
Season, visit it online,
h t t p : / / w w w. t h e s t u dioat620.org.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

when I came to St. Pete
with my husband and it
[his welcome] was a
warm ‘yes.’ He sowed
seeds of compassion and
love that inspired me to
grow.”
Clemmons is a St.
Pete resident, an architect and an urbanist. The
executive director of
PLACE, he is best known
for his residential projects. He also designed
the Morean Arts Center,
Morean Center for Clay
and has handled historic
preservation work of
Snell Arcade and Armature Works in Tampa.
Alex Jones is currently the Dance Artist in
Residence at The Studio@620. He has performed in Tunisia, Africa,
with the University of
South Florida, and is currently a dancer at Walt
Disney World. He is on
the faculty at the University of Tampa and is a
graduate of the University of South Florida’s
Dance Department.
The
Studio@620
founder G. David Ellis

C ONNECT W ITH U S !
Celebrate Black History Month with McCabe United Methodist Church
ST. PETERSBURG –
The historic McCabe
United Methodist Church
is celebrating Black History Month this year with
special worship services
that unite congregations
across racial, geographic
and denomination boundaries and uplifts civil
rights activists in our
community.
Two special worship
services will be held at 11
a.m. Feb. 10 and 17 at McCabe United Methodist
Church, located at 2800
26th Ave. S.
Feb. 10, McCabe will
worship jointly (at McCabe) with Christ United
Methodist Church, a 124year-old, predominantly
white church in downtown St. Pete. The guest
preacher will be Presiding
Elder Joyce Moore of the
St. Petersburg district of
the African Methodist
Episcopal Church.
Also during this service, McCabe will present
its second annual James
B. Sanderlin Black His-

become an educator in
Williston, Levy and Pinellas Counties, serving as
part of the first group of
teachers selected to integrate the teaching force in
Pinellas County Schools.
Smith retired from the
field of education as an
equal opportunity compliance officer with the U.S.
Department of Education.
Rev. Jana Hall-Perkins
tory Award. The award is
named after Judge James
B. Sanderlin, who was a
member of McCabe and a
pioneer in civil rights in
St. Petersburg.
This year’s recipient is
Dr. Arnett Smith, Jr., who
joined the Civil Rights
Movement as a student
while attending Florida
A&M University in 1962.
He was among students
organized to march and
sit-in under the leadership
of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. and the Rev. C.K.
Steele of Tallahassee.
Smith, Jr. went on to

Dr. Ernest “Rip” Patton
On Feb. 17, McCabe
welcomes guest preacher
Dr. Ernest “Rip” Patton,
esteemed Freedom Rider
and civil rights activist,

whose mugshot hangs in
civil rights museums
across the nation and has
appeared on Oprah Winfrey’s talk show. While a
student in Nashville, Patton joined the newly
formed Nashville branch
of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) in 1960.
He participated in sitins, protests, boycotts and
Freedom Rides. He and
other students from
Nashville SNCC made notable advancements with
their direction action campaign, as they successfully integrated downtown
Nashville lunch counters
by the end of 1960. Due to
the arrests of many of the
students, including Patton, many were expelled
from academic studies at
Tennessee State.
McCabe considers it a
blessing to give back to
civil rights pioneers who
sacrificed their safety,
well-being,
personal
goals, academic studies,
livelihood and so much

more so that we could
have what we have today.
“We truly stand on the
shoulders of these civil
rights pioneers,” said Rev.
Jana Hall-Perkins, McCabe’s current and first
ever female senior pastor.
“They serve as a reminder of our past, and as
an indicator that young
people
have
power,
agency and voice. Together our entire community – young, old, black,
white, male, female, gender non-conforming – we
all are capable of advocating for equity and equality
when we work together
toward the common goal
of justice.”
About James B.
Sanderlin
Judge
James
B.
Sanderlin was an attorney
who, during the Civil
Rights Movement of the
1960s, used litigation to
fight for equality and
against discrimination in
Pinellas County. During
this time, Sanderlin was
one of only five African-

Judge James B.
Sanderlin
American attorneys who
practiced in racially divided St. Petersburg.
He devoted his career
to unifying blacks and
whites in his community
to move toward social and
legal equality. Among his
many
achievements,
Sanderlin was instrumental in the judicial oversight
of the integration of Pinellas County’s police force.
He died in 1990. He was a
member of McCabe
United Methodist Church
where
his
younger
brother still worships.
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A fun-filled family
field day this Saturday

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

ST. PETERSBURG —
The James B. Sanderlin
Neighborhood Family
Center is excited to announce its Family Field
Day and Community
Bazaar scheduled this
Saturday, Feb. 9 from 113 p.m. This will be a funfilled day for the entire
family and FREE to the
public.
The Sanderlin Center
will be transformed into a
kid’s paradise with a DJ,
face painting, crafts, basketball tournaments and
so much more! Not to
leave the adults out,
there will be food trucks,
vendor tables, fitness
classes, garden demo
and educational workshops.
There will also be
drawings for gift cards
throughout the day so
feel free to bring your
wagons and picnic blankets to set up a space
while you enjoy the day’s
activities.
“This quarter, our
Family Field Day will
focus on health and well-

ness, fitness, sports and
nutrition. The purpose of
the event is to expose
families to a variety of fun
ways to increase their
physical activity levels
while making healthy
lifestyle choices”, stated
Dr. Celeste Thomas, executive director of the
James B. Sanderlin
Neighborhood Family
Center.
Family Field Days
will be held every quarter to increase awareness
and access to the local resources available to children and families in the
community.
Vending opportunities are available. This is
a great free networking
event for community
agencies to meet potential clients. If you are
looking to sell art, jewelry, make-up, services,
crafts, etc., vending tables are available for a
$10 registration fee,
which includes one table
and two chairs.
Field Day Agenda
• Fitness Classes –

Three classes starting at
11:30 p.m.
• Healthy Living
Workshops – Four workshops starting at noon
• Children’s Gardening – Three workshops
beginning at noon
Visit sanderlinfamilycenter.org to learn more.
About The Sanderlin Center
Established in 1990,
by forward thinking
members of the community, the James B.
Sanderlin Neighborhood
Family Center is a nonprofit organization whose
mission is cultivating a
community where children and families are valued, loved and destined
to succeed. The center
provides programs that
promote the values of education, family life, cultural arts, health, and
employment programs to
children and adults in
South St. Petersburg.
The center currently
serves more than 200 individuals in the local
community.

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

The following job(s) are currently available:
• Custodial Worker (Job ID 19623)

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

For information regarding the position listed above, please visit:
http://www.usfsp.edu/jobs
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive
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COMMUNITY NEWS
NCNW Day of Service focused on literacy and learning
ST. PETERSBURG The St Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the National Council of Negro
Women (NCNW) held
their MLK Day of Service
project Saturday, Jan. 26
at the historic Fannye
Ayer Ponder Council
House where a huge gathering of children, families
and partners reflected on
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s dream.
This year’s theme focused on reducing barriers to literacy and
learning with the belief
that family literacy and
learning programs help
our children succeed. The
weather was chilly, but
seeing families come together warmed everyone’s hearts.
The afternoon was

child-centered, family focused and geared to help
create excitement in reading, boosting children’s
confidence to read and to
encourage ways to express their feelings in a
non-violent manner.
Experts in the areas of
expressive reading, poetry,
speech,
math,
spelling and science were
on hand. Not to those
mention specialist in
music, creative artistry,
storytelling, song, dance,
design and broadcast.
They all gave tips while
encouraging children to
stay in school and reminding parents of the importance
of
parental
involvement as a predictor of student achievement.
Agencies were also

present to provide additional resources and information
on
health,
nutrition, domestic violence and other important
community concerns.
Exciting, interactive
activities that kept everyone busy included arts
and crafts, music, dance,
book signing with youth
and young adult authors,
storytelling,
creative
drama, bullying, mini educational sessions with
STEM. Every child received gift bags filled with
nutritional snacks, school
and art supplies, books,
bully whistles, journals
and oral hygiene kits.
The MLK Day of Service shines a spotlight on
service as a powerful
force to unite the areas in
which we live and pro-

vides each of us with an
opportunity for neighbors
and local leaders to tackle
challenges
and
strengthen our communities.
Chief Anthony Holloway of the St. Petersburg Police Department
and Florida House of Representative Wengay Newton both gave greetings
and were encouraged by
some of the positive
progress being made to
reduce many of those
barriers.
There to capture the
minds and hearts of the
youth were Korey’s Reading Clubhouse, SpringZone
Youth
Empowerment the police
and fire departments,
Buffalo Soldiers, American Stage and many

more.
Rev. Eddie Robinson,
grill master extraordinaire, cooked up hot
dogs, hamburgers and delicious kosher sausage
while DJ Hurricane kept
the afternoon moving.
The mission of NCNW
is to lead, advocate for
and empower women of

African descent, their families and communities,
and with funding made
possible by Senator Darryl Rouson, who secured
monies through the
Florida Legislature, they
were able to add this project to their roster.

W W W . T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M

On the Scene
with Faye

Black business, black future

BY FAYE TIPPY
It’s Black History
Month, but black business history seldom gets
the recognition it deserves. It is just as important a part of the racial
struggle as politics and
social justice. They are
intertwined. To inspire
the next generation of
black wealth, our youth
need to learn more about
this history to help them
acquire the skills, talents,
vision and education necessary to achieve these
goals.
Here are just some of

Madam CJ Walker
my inspirations:
One of my favorite
black business “sheroes”
is Sarah Breedlove, also
known as Madam CJ
Walker (1867-1919). Not
only was she a businesswoman, but she created
her own products for
AfricanAmerican hair and developed the sales system
that would become the
model for Avon cosmetics. She is America’s first
self-made female millionaire.
A. G. Gaston (1892-

jealous white residents
massacred hundreds of
black residents and destroyed the thriving
neighborhood
within
hours.
Surprisingly,

the 80s. He was the first
African-American
to
build a billion-dollar corporation, Beatrice Foods.
A Harvard grad, he
wrote, “Why Should

A. G. Gaston
1996) established several
businesses in Birmingham, Ala. In the 60s, he
was considered the
wealthiest black man in
America and a leading
employer of African
Americans in Birmingham, Ala., where he
played a significant role
in the struggle to integrate.
The Black Wall Street
was situated in the
Greenwood neighborhood of Tulsa, Okla., and
was one of the most
prominent
concentrations of African-American
businesses in the early
20th century. In 1921,

Reginald Lewis
within 10 years of the
massacre, the community was rebuilt. It, unfortunately, lost its vitality
after integration when
many blacks moved their
residences and businesses.
Fast forward to more
recent times, Reginald
Lewis (1942-1992) was
one of the richest black
men in America during

Florida A & M University
grad, he received his
MBA from MIT. Of particular importance to me,
this is the man who gave
me my first real job in
corporate America. I
worked as an intern in
his office at IBM before I
started work on my
MBA.
Quintin Primo is the
co-founder, chairman and
CEO of Capri Capital
Partners, LLC, one of the
largest minority-owned
real estate investment
management firms in the
United States. His firm
has $4.04 billion in assets
under management in
domestic and international commercial real
estate and is ranked on
the Forbes’ “Top Twenty
Richest African American’s in the World” list.
Let us now begin to
cultivate the next generation of entrepreneurs,
business leaders and
business owners. Kidzonomics aims to do that locally here in St. Pete, and
President
Sheena
Qualles
De-Freece
stresses teaching young
people how to save ver-

John W. Thompson

The Black Wall Street

White Guys Have all the
Fun?”
One of my favorite little-known corporate success stories is John W.
Thompson, chairman of
Microsoft Corporation who took over from
Bill Gates in 2014. A

Quintin Primo

Sheena
Qualles De-Freece
sus consuming and to acquire assets that appreciate versus depreciate.
One other organization that has been increasing the business
skills of blacks and other
underrepresented
groups is the Consortium for Graduate Study
in Business. Founded in
1966, it is responsible for
graduating the largest
group of diverse MBAs
in America.
Twenty top universities award fellowships to
more than 400 candidates yearly. The vision
of the Consortium is to
work toward the day
when African Americans,
Hispanic Americans and
Native Americans are no
longer underrepresented
in management careers
in the business community.
I can testify to the effectiveness of this organization. I was one of those
fellowship recipients. For
more information, visit
cgsm.org.
Happy Black History
Month!
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St. Petersburg Sigma Beta Club inducts new members
BY COREY GIVENS JR.
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Delta Omicron Sigma
chapter of Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternity, Inc. held the
winter 2019 Sigma Beta
Club induction ceremony
Friday, Feb. 1 at Academy
Prep Center of St. Petersburg in front of an audience of 50 family, friends,
Sigma Beta Club members and Sigma brothers.
The Delta Omicron
Sigma chapter is the sponsoring chapter for the
local Sigma Beta Club, a
youth auxiliary of Phi
Beta Sigma Fraternity for
males ages 8-18. The
club’s motto is “Next Generation of Leaders Accepting the Responsibility and
Loving the Challenge.”
Under the direction of
Dr. Parlette L. Moore, the
Sigma Beta Club was
founded in 1950. Brother
Moore, the 20th international president, was concerned
about
the

changing needs in the
black communities and
recognized the important
role that Sigma men could
play in the lives of our
youth.
Last Friday’s ceremony marks the fourth induction class into the
Sigma Beta Club since it
was re-chartered on Oct.
21, 2016. Dominic Brown,
Wallay Brown, Walter
Brown, Andino Ferguson
Jr., Billie Henry III and
Henry Wiggins are the
newly inducted members.
The Sigma Beta Club’s
four major principles of
focus are on culture, athletics, social and educational needs. It offers a
unique opportunity to develop values, leadership
skills and social and cultural awareness in youth
during their developmental years.
Programs are geared
to meet the needs of its
members, but at the same
time provide them with a
balanced outlook that is

needed to cope with
today’s society.
“As brothers, we are
confident that investing in
our youth today will produce the bold-effective
leaders of tomorrow,” said
Sigma Beta Club Program
Director Greg Perkins.
Current Sigma Betas
took on an active role in
the program. Sigma Beta
Club President Shawn
Watts gave the keynote
while Chaplin Jonah
Starks gave the closing
prayer.
Phi Beta Sigma members Darion Bentley, Dr.
Cody
Clark,
Ernest
Crumbley, Randall Chasten, Antwan Jackson,
Christopher
Lampley,
Robert Clarke Sr., Joel
Shedrick and Rev. Wallace
Phaire II make up the
Sigma Beta Club Advisory Committee.
For more information
on the Sigma Beta Club
please visit www.stpetesigmas.com/dos-sigmabeta-club.

About Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity, Inc.
Founded at Howard
University in Washington,
D.C., on Jan. 9, 1914, the
fraternity’s
founders,
Abram Langston Taylor,
Leonard Frances Morse
and Charles Ignatius
Brown, wanted to organize a Greek letter fraternity that would exemplify
the high ideals of brother-

hood, scholarship and
service while taking an inclusive perspective to
serving the community as
opposed to having an exclusive purpose.
The fraternity exceeded the prevailing
models of Black GreekLetter fraternal organizations by being the first to
establish alumni chapters,
youth mentoring clubs, a

federal credit union, chapters in Africa and other
parts of the world. Phi
Beta Sigma is also the
only fraternity to hold a
constitutional bond with a
predominantly AfricanAmerican sorority, Zeta
Phi Beta, which was
founded on January 16,
1920, also at Howard University.

What’s next for Jordan Park?
BY MICHELLE LIGON
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The St. Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA) recently met with members
of city council to address
their plans for the new
construction of a 60-unit
mid-rise apartment complex in the Jordan Park
neighborhood.
The robust discussion
covered a variety of topics
from demolition and site
prep to the full complement of interior and exterior amenities currently
proposed for the new facility.
Participants also discussed the immediate and
long-term financial impact
of the Jordan Park Development Plan on the city as
a whole and on SPHA operations at Jordan Park.
Particular focus was di-

rected at the Housing and
Urban
Development’s
movement away from
public housing initiatives
and toward Rent Assistance
Demonstration
(RAD) programming.
SPHA CEO Tony Love
especially noted key features of the RAD changes
as well as evolving financial terms that will help
preserve “affordability” of
the complex for many
decades to come.
Represented by Susan
Bradley,
Development
Team Architects and Planners at Robert Reid Wedding, Inc., drove home the
forensic basis for demolition versus rehabilitation
with a graphic description
of such compelling physical property concerns as
termite infestation, mold,
moisture, energy loss and
statewide calls for structural
enhancements

against storm damage.
Bradley specifically
referenced a Physical
Needs Assessment performed by EMG Corporation in 2016 when talks for
the SPHA recovery of Jordan Park commenced, as
well as the later invasive
and cost comparative investigation conducted by
RRW in 2018.
She demonstrated that
the $188 per square foot
cost estimated for rehab
of the nine Historic Village buildings, circa 1939,
is clearly prohibitive on
comparison with the $25
per square foot cost estimated for the rehab of the
206 units erected in 2001.
Bradley’s assessment
was further supported by
the additional financial
analysis presented by
Candace Tollison, representing SPHA Development Team member

Cindi Herrera, CH&A,
LLC.
Suggesting a previously considered alternative
to
demolition,
Councilmember
Lisa

ther died when she was
10 years old and times
were hard, but that did
not deter the importance
of education being valued
within her household.
Spicer earned a Bachelor of Science degree in
industrial arts & technology in 1984 and a Master’s of Science degree in
technology education in
1985 from the State University of New York at
Oswego. Notably, Spicer
is that school’s first
African-American woman
to graduate. In addition,
in 2004 Spicer earned her
doctorate in Educational
Leadership from the University of Massachusetts
Boston.
In 1985, Spicer moved
from New York to Massachusetts after acquiring a
job with the Framingham
Public Schools. Over the
course of 16 years, she

taught
woodworking,
drafting, architecture,
graphic arts, and photography within its school
system. As follows,
Spicer is the first woman
to become its Chair of
Technology Education.
Spicer built an accomplished career in public
education. For two years,
she was the Statewide
Technology and Engineering Coordinator at
the Massachusetts Department of Education.
Afterwards, for five years
she was the director of
Career and Technical Education in the Newton
Public Schools.
In 2006, Spicer was
hired as Associate Director of the Museum of Science (Boston)’s National
Center for Technological
Literacy. There, she rose
to Vice President for Advocacy and Educational

Artistic rendering of the 60-unit mid-rise apartment
complex proposed for Jordan Park.
Wheeler-Bowman
reopened dialogue proposing the relocation of one
or more of the circa 1939
buildings.
Love
responded that the agency

remains open to timely
city-sponsored relocation
alternatives as pre-development efforts near completion.

CONNECT WITH US!
Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

She is possibility
It is tempting to see
someone in a high-esteemed position and
think that her life is, or
has always been, comfortable.
Oftentimes,
those applauding are not
thinking about the context of the times upon
which she was born or
upon which she lives.
Thus, the full acknowledgment of her accomplishment is missed
because it includes many
issues
whispered
throughout society.
Meet Yvonne M.
Spicer. Spicer, born in
1962, is a politician and
educator. She made history
by
becoming
the first African-American woman to be popularly elected mayor in
Massachusetts when she
became the first Mayor
of Framingham on January 1, 2018.

When Spicer was six
years
old,
Shirley
Chisholm visited her
classroom during the
year when Chisholm became the first black
woman elected to the US
Congress. Understandably, Chisholm’s visit left
a lasting impression
about the importance of
leadership and public
service on Spicer. That
encounter encouraged
Spicer to dream an even
bigger dream for herself.
After all, she met possibility.
Spicer’s first official
job was working for McDonald’s. Prior to that,
however, she made
money by running errands, peeling potatoes
and stocking shelves for
a Brooklyn restaurant.
During the summers,
Spicer cleaned homes
with her mother. Her fa-

Partnerships.
In 2010, Spicer was
appointed to the Massachusetts
Governor’s
STEM Advisory Council by then- Governor
Patrick and reappointed
Zin
2017
by
its
current Governor. She
has served on the Framingham Human Relations
Commission and the
Democratic Town Committee.
In 2016, Spicer was
elected to the Framingham
Representative
Town Meeting where
she served as Vice-Chair
for Precinct 6. The Town

Committee changed its
government format to
Mayor and City Council.
This change led to
Spicer’s election as the
city’s Mayor.
Spicer has received
numerous awards and acknowledgments.
Through her work, she
continues to leave lasting
impressions of her own
for little girls and boys
about the importance of
leadership and public
service. She is possibility.
Keisha Bell is an Attorney, author, and public
servant.
www.emergingfree.com
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Experts In Life-Changing Care
By LaShante Keys, Empath Health Community Outreach Specialist

Longtime social worker supports hospice care journeys
BY LASHANTE KEYS
Empath Health Community
Partnership Specialist

We all want excellent
care and comfort for our
family in their final chapter of life. Suncoast Hospice is here to walk with
you during that time.
You will have a complete care team to call on
for support. From medical, nursing and personal care to therapies,
counseling and volunteer
support, the team helps
ease the journey for families.
Deangelis BrandonHendriex, Ph.D. is a social work counselor at
Suncoast Hospice for
more than 21 years. She
moved here from Atlanta
after graduate school at
Clark-Atlanta University,
following her heart to do
specialized children’s
traumatic loss and grief
counseling. Now she provides counseling for a
new population – hospice
care patients and families
living in long-term care
facilities.
Her passion for the
mission
still
burns
strong.
“I was here with
some of Suncoast Hospice’s founders and saw

such compassion. I knew
that this is what I wanted
to do,” said BrandonHendriex, who received
an undergraduate degree from BethuneCookman University.
Going from counseling children to adults
was a huge learning
curve, but every manager she’s had has been
caring and understanding. Brandon-Hendriex
still enjoys getting up
every morning and coming across the Skyway
Bridge to make a difference.
“It is good work because every day I am
helping somebody to
grow and making the
world a better place.”
Education and support
Each day takes a different path, she explained.
Brandon-Hendriex tasks
run the gamut from office
meetings to patient care
conference.
“I enjoy being the
first one hitting the
ground with families,”
she shared.
One of the tasks she
focuses in on is helping
families grasp a better
understanding of their
situations and hospice

services.
“A lot of people are
fearful when they hear
the ‘H’ word. There is
fear of the unknown.
There are a lot of stigmas
to overcome,” explained.
“Some people say that
hospice is going to kill
you.”
Brandon-Hendriex
said they discuss what
the doctor has told them
and explain to them what
to except. They go
through benefits, finances and basic education on Alzheimer’s,
stroke or other disease
and how they affect the
body.
“You have to break it
down at every level so
each person walks away
with clarity,” BrandonHendriex explained.
Listening to their life
stories and concerns is
another concentration.
Sometimes they might
just sit, talk and laugh
over a cup of coffee.
Other times they may do
journaling or a life review,
go through the hospice
handbook or address anticipatory grief.
“There are a lot of
emotions rolled up from
the time of signing the
papers to the passing,”

CONNECT WITH US!

At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For
more than 40 years, we have provided compassionate lifeFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀW
community-based hospice is the only Pinellas County
hospice:
• With freestanding specialized care centers providing
continuous medical care if your loved one has
uncontrolled pain and symptoms – improving their
quality of life and your peace of mind.
• Where expert staff are supported by nearly 2,000
community volunteers, helping us provide the best
possible care for your loved one.
• With a local foundation that supports services and
care not paid for by insurance. This means your
donations and support of our hospice stay in your
community.
• That’s part of the larger Empath Health network
including palliative care, home health, elder
care, advance care planning and more – offering
complete support for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org

she revealed.
Services for caregivers are also available
because they can get
burned out and end up in
the hospital. BrandonHendriex conducts support groups at nursing
homes and assisted living facilities. There are
also support groups,
workshops and Caregiver Coffee Break meetings at all of the service
centers. Journaling, exercise, yoga, guided imagery are all used as
tools.
“And we have to take
care of the little ones and
keep them involved, so
they can deal with the
facts and their emotions,” she said.
Empowerment and
comfort
A living will is another area of education
that is offered. A living
will is not a last will and
testament. It is a medical
document to use when
people are alert and oriented to put things into
perspective if something
were to happen.
“We find out who is
the
major
decision
maker. There might be
six children, but someone has to be able to step

Deangelis Brandon-Hendriex, Ph.D.
up and be the advocate,”
Brandon-Hendriex explained.
It takes a team effort
with compassionate leadership and staff to enhance
dignity
and
comfort for patients.
Hospice helps families
have as much control as
possible.
“Whether it’s helping
families to pick out last
outfits, giving patients
ice cream or other pleas-

ure foods or picking out
a blanket, paperback or
other goodies at our resale shops for patients,
we find out what’s going
to make them happy and
what they can accomplish,” she finished.
Is it time for Suncoast Hospice?
For more information, call our main line at
(727) 467-7423 or (727)
367-4673 to request an informational visit.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Legacy Week 2019: The family reunion
LEGACY, from front page

Rev. Thompson is credited with introducing the
concept of One Church
One Child, a private, nonprofit, faith-based organization
that
provides
adoption-related services
and works in partnership
with the Florida Department of Children and Families and churches in
Florida. He eventually became state and national
president.
Thomas “Jet” Jackson
was honored with the Public Service Award. Working for the City of St.
Petersburg for more than
50 years, he is credited
with teaching thousands of
youth to swim. He broke
down the walls of segregation to foster an equitable
playing field in the city’s
Parks and Recreation Department, wherein 2014 he
was honored with a recreation center dedicated in
his name.
This year’s Legacy
Award for Business went
to James Pritchett Sr.

Decades ago before you
could stream or download
your R&B or gospel music,
even before you could buy
it at Walmart or Best Buy;
Pritchett Sr. served the
black community with one
of the few records stores in
the city that catered to
African-American music.
Still an entrepreneur
and consummate businessman, Pritchett Sr. is one of
only two black grocers in
St. Pete.
Dr. Allyson Watson,
dean of the College of Education at the University of
South Florida, St. Petersburg legacy in this town
goes back generations.
Her great uncle, Dr.
Gilbert Henry Leggett, is
remembered fondly as an
African-American dental pioneer and a civil rights activist, who during the
1940s led the legal action
that struck down the white
Democratic primary in St.
Petersburg.
As an educator, Watson
focuses on STEM literacy,

targeting young ladies.
She has a reputation as a
thoughtful, innovative educator.
“The whole purpose of
a legacy is to pass on what
you’ve been given. The
whole purpose of a family
reunion is to reinvest in
young lives that stand before you,” said Watson,
who revealed she has accepted a post at Florida
A&M. “I know that I was
here for a reason and a
purpose and it doesn’t
mean that it’s over; it’s just
beginning.”
Dr. Raymond Arsenault, the John Hope
Franklin Professor of
Southern History and
Chairman of the Department of History and Politics at the University of
South Florida, St. Petersburg, has taught there
since 1980.
He has published such
works as “Freedom Riders,” which is considered
the definitive account of
the 1961 freedom rides,

which was a crucial development in the Civil Rights
Movement, and “Arthur
Ashe: A Life,” the first comprehensive and authoritative biography on the
tennis icon and civil rights
activist.
Arsenault was honored
for valuing the power of
language and honoring the
value in African-American
heritage.
In his years a graduate
student studying civil
rights, he said he built up a
lot of guilt because he was
too busy studying and
couldn’t go out in the
trenches.
“I felt like I built up a
real debt, and this city has
given me the opportunity
to at least pay back some of
that debt,” he said, mentioning his work with the
ACLU, the Carter G.
Woodson African American History Museum and
the Association for the
Study of African American
Life and History.
Bob Devin Jones was

also honored, but could
not figure out why. Well,
let’s see. He’s the cofounder and artistic director of The Studio@620,
where the celebration of diversity and expression
lives. He doesn’t know the
meaning of the word “no,”
and therefore will open his
space to anyone in the
community.
Jones has embraced a
village of diverse artists,
community members and
organizations in his 15-year
tenure at the performance
space. And he has, indeed,
created a place and a space
for the “family of man” to
create learn, and share in.
Guest speakers for the
evening were the husband
and wife duo of Rev. Andrew Wilkes and Pastor
Gabby Cudjoe Wilkes,
both principals of Wilkes
Advocacy Group and pastors of The Double Love
Experience in Brooklyn,
New York.
Spirited and anointed,
the Wilkes had the audi-

ence on the edge of their
seats with their speech entitled Black Legacy Matters.
“Legacy is not just leaving wealth; legacy is leaving tricks of the trade, best
practices, letting your
loved ones know how to
get over, how to get by,
how to make it over,” said
Cudjoe Wilkes.
“How many of us have
some fathers who couldn’t
write a blank check and tell
us that everything was
OK, but they could tell us
how to budget what we
have? They could tell us
how to pick up a trade, a
skill set and get yourself a
job and prepare for yourself. That is legacy. Legacy
is what we do now to ensure that those coming behind us have it a little bit
easier than what we did.
And that is why we submit
to you tonight that legacy
matters.”
To watch the Wilkes’
enthrall the audience, log
on to TheWeeklyChallenger.com.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Victory Christian Center Church

Bro. Robert Smith

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784
Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm
Thursday Night Prayer and

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.

Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!

............7:00 p.m.

Historic Bethel A.M.E. Church Celebrates Founder’s Day
Historic Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church,
under the servant leadership
of Rev. Kenny Irby, will celebrate its annual I Love Bethel
/ Founder’s Day observance
with salutes to the denomination’s 200-plus years of existence and its founder, Bishop
Richard Allen.
Bethel disciples have
been busy living the theme of
#BLESSED while preparing

for the celebration that will
take place on Sunday, Feb. 10
beginning at 10:30 a.m. The
guest preacher is Presiding
Elder Rev. Jimmy Thompson
of the “Lively” Lakeland District of the A.M.E. Church.
Elder Thompson is a gifted
and powerful man of God
known for his preaching
style. He is and has always
been a people builder, encouraging them in the Lord.

He has preached all over the
United States and abroad
(Paris, France; Belize, Central America; Puerto Rico; the
Bahamas; and Ekpoma, Nigeria).
The A.M.E. Church grew
out of the Free African Society, which was established in
Philadelphia in 1787. When
officials at a white Methodist
church pulled blacks off their
knees while praying, the

black members walked out
and decided to transform
their mutual aid society into
an African congregation. The
A.M.E. Church is the first independent Protestant denomination to be founded by
black people. The church was
incorporated in 1816 and
Allen was elected its first
bishop.
As history continues to
serve as a backdrop, Historic

Bethel tends to its community with weekly feedings for
underserved populations, a
clothing closet, free health
screenings and more.
You are encouraged to
join the congregation at 912
Third Avenue N. in the heart
of “Methodist Town,” a nickname given to the area because of the strong presence
of Historic Bethel for 125
years.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

A Heart that Believes
A heart that believes, knows that in
JESUS is victory; HE died on the cross
so that we may be free.
A heart that believes, keeps no
count of wrongdoing; this heart for
JESUS knows that counting blessings
is worth doing.
A heart that believes, shows the
world how to love; GOD’s promises
demonstrate JESUS’ miracles from
above.
A heart that believes is a heart that
forgives; this heart trusts that JESUS
truly does live.
A heart that believes in the fervent
prayers of the righteous; is a heart full
of hope in GOD’s Holy Word and HIS
promises.

A heart that believes has unshakable faith;
GOD honors the heart that believes with unmerited favor, and HIS
amazing grace.
A heart that believes gives GOD all
the praise; thank You LORD JESUS for
a heart that believes and forever
yearns for Your loving embrace.”
AMEN
“That if thou shalt confess with
thou
mouth the LORD JESUS, and shalt
believe in thine heart that GOD hath
raised Him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved.
For with the heart man believeth
unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Romans 1:9-10 KJV

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2019

11

CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Making Enhancements
“…let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us, and
let us run with patience the
race that is set before us…”
Hebrews 12:1
God is not only a Creator but an Enhancer. It is
most evident with the creation of light that enhancement can be an important
part of the creative process.
God created light and kept
enhancing it until we got the
sun, the moon, the stars, etc.
(Genesis 1).
Every day we make enhancements to our lives and
appearance. Whether we do
it consciously or uncon-

sciously, we make minor adjustments to our lives daily
by putting something on
and taking something off
both physically and metaphysically.
Each time we bathe and
put on lotion, deodorant,
perfume or cologne, we are
progressing and enhancing
our bodies. Each time we
buy a new outfit or a new
pair of shoes or get our hair
done, we are progressing
and enhancing our appearance. Each time we put on
eyeglasses, contact lenses
or hearing aids, we are progressing and enhancing our
senses. Each time we go to

the gym or walk around the
block, we are progressing
and enhancing our health.
Each time we read our
Bibles or worship, we are
progressing and enhancing
our spiritual lives. Each time
we journal or talk about our
feelings, we are progressing
and enhancing our mental
and emotional well-being.
God is calling us to
progress to the point that we
are grateful for what we
have and enhance it. None
of us have reached the manifestation of perfection.
Therefore, we all have work
to do to be our best selves
and to live our best lives.

Friendship MBC
Welcome, it is always our
pleasure to open our doors to
those having a desire to worship with us and it is our hope
that you will continue to do so
– as a member or a friend of
the Ship. Where, with open
hearts and arms, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor/Moderator,
First Lady Teresa L. Evans,
the Official Family and Members stand ready to make you
most welcomed. Trusting that
your time spent with us will be
a life changing experience,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and should the
Lord lay it upon your heart to
become a part of our Church
Family as we are a body of believers. Wednesday starts
with our Bread of Life Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by
“Wednesday in the Word”
(the Learning Arm of our
church) at 12:00 noon and
again at 7:00 pm. Sundays,
Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am, Church Sunday
School (the Teaching Arm of
our faith) begins at 9:30 am
and finally our Mid-Morning
Worship Service at 10:45 am.

All will have the opportunity
to experience the “It’s just
nice to be nice” church. Don’t
sit out church, God has
Blessed us tremendously, we
owe Him at least a Thank You.
For additional information
on any of the announcements,
please contact us by the following methods: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church Office: (727) 9068300 - E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net NOW “Live
Streaming”: Visit us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and
WCBDA Website: www.expericencethecoast.com Transportation is available - Call the
Church at (727) 906-8300 –
Monday – Friday from 9:00
AM – 3:00 PM.
“BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH”
Friday, February 8, 2019
at 7:00 pm – First Quarter
Church Conference, all members are encouraged to be
present and on time.

Saturday, February 9,
2019 from 9:00 am until 11:00
am, Women’s Ministry Prayer
Breakfast, be sure to secure
your Ticket from any Ministry
Member, donation $15.00 per
person, African Attire to celebrate Black History Month.
Saturday, February 9,
2019 at 6:30 pm – Marriage
Ministry, See Elder Chan and
Sis. Sabrina Srinivasa for more
details.
Sunday, February 10,
2019 at the 10:45 am Worship
Service -Annual Memorial
Service of those Members of
Friendship who went from
Labor to Reward.
Saturday, February 16,
2019 from 5:00 pm until 7:00
pm – The Father Daughter
Gala 2019, sponsored by the
Laymen Ministry, the Sign-Up
Sheet to Participate is in the
Atrium on the Information
Table.
WEST COAST NEWS:
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY
16, 2019 AT 10:00 AM AT
FRED’S KITCHEN IN LAKELAND, FLORIDA.

St. Mark MBC
Then the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against
Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness. Exodus 16:2
Pastor Brown continued
preaching from Exodus relating to Israel’s migration
from bondage back to blessings, from being in captivity
to being God’s chosen people with the subject of ‘Going
After It’. We find children of
Israel wanting something
that they didn’t have and
complaining about what they
used to have as we sometimes do. This thinking can
stunt and hinder our forward
progress and keep us from
realizing all that God has for
us.
The children of Israel
had just left Elim, which was
a good place where everything was good. In Exodus
16, the Lord leads them from
Elim to the desert. In our
pursing all that God has for
us there’s always going to be
a wilderness between our
wonderings and the promised land, but we may never
know the blessings of the
Lord because we won’t deal
with the wilderness. The
question raised was ‘How
Did the Children of Israel
Survive the Wilderness
While on Their Way to Their
Promise’?
One of the things that
helped them survive the
wilderness on their way to
the promise land was that
‘There was a Change in
Diet’. In the season of life,
they were in, God said that in
order to survive the wilderness moment before they
got to the wonder of the
promise there had to have a

change in their diet. God
asks, can you adapt to something new? If we can’t adapt,
we’ll stay stuck complaining
about what we have while remembering what we used to
have. They weren’t going to
survive the new place and
we won’t survive if we don’t
change our diet. This diet is
more than what we eat. It’s
what kind of diet do we have
for our ears, our eyes, and
our heart?
The second thing that
helped them survive was
‘There was a call to Duty’ or
‘Can You Adjust From Something Old? They were comfortable
with
the
conveniences they had in
Egypt but now in the wilderness they had to exert some
effort and energy to get what
God had for them. God created manna for them to eat
but they had to go out and
gather it if they were going
to eat. For us, last season
may have gone our way and
it was easy, but this is a new
season. God says there are
still blessings, but we’ll have
to go after them. Blessings
are there but you won’t get
them by being lazy or trying
to be comfortable.
The last thing that
helped them survive was
‘There was a Challenge for
Discipline and the question
is Can we adhere to what’s
needed now? God provided
manna daily for the children
of Israel but on the sixth day
they had to gather enough
for two days because there
would be no provision on the
seventh day. If we are to survive where we are God says
we eat daily what he has provided. The Israelites needed

to ration the daily portion to
last the day but on Friday
they had to ration the double
portion to last for two days.
The question for us is how
disciplined are we with our
mouths, with our thinking or
with our finances? If we’re
going to ‘Go After It’ and get
the promise, the peace, the
provision and all that God
has for us we’re going to go
through the wilderness.
Going through the wilderness means we’ll have to
change our diet, we’ll have to
realize that while everything
used to be delivered to us,
we must get up and go get
and we must have discipline
over everything we have.
God did this with Israel and
with us so that we realize
that he is God who supplies
all that we need. . . . We invite you to receive the word
in its entirety on Sunday
mornings at 10:45 a.m.
Coming in February:
Ministry
Appreciation
Luncheon, Right Hand of
Fellowship to New Members, and fellowship with the
Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church on February 17 for
their Church and Pastor’s
Anniversary.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

First Mt. Zion
The First Mt. Zion family
will observe the Church’s
102nd Anniversary and the
Pastor’s 267h year of service
with the theme, Working Together for God’s Purpose.
(Romans 8:28.
The celebration will kickoff with a musical sponsored
by the Unity Choir on Saturday,
February
9
at 5:00pm. Various groups
will be participating.
Nightly
anniversary

services for the week will
begin at 7:30pm.
Monday-February 18Travelers Rest MBC- Rev.
William Mark Greene, Pasto
Tuesday-February 19Concord
MBC-Reverend
Willie D. Miller, Pastor
Wednesday-February 20New Congregational Church
of GodElder Earl
Mills, Pastor
Thursday- February 21Gethsemane MBC- Rev-

erend Ron Gibson, Pastor
Friday-February 22—
Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church, Reverend Ernest
Jones, Pastor
Sunday-February
2411am - Pastor Cortez J.
Williams, Jr. Gideon’s Army
Ministries Church of the Living God
First Mount Zion is located at 1121 22nd Street
South and Reverend Wallace
Elliott, Sr. is pastor.
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www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students
the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the
needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first
choice for workforce training.

FINANCIAL AID

ADMISSIONS
New classes start five times per year: August,
October, January, April and June.
1. Take the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education).
2. Meet with a counselor to discuss your TABE results,
program interests and requirements.
3. You may visit your program(s) of interest.

• Financial aid, which consists of Federal and State grants,
and scholarships, is available to those who
qualify and can help cover the cost of a Pinellas
Technical College education.
• To apply for financial aid, complete the application
at www.fafsa.gov. The School Codes are 005605
(Clearwater campus) and 013917 (St. Petersburg campus).
• Veterans and other eligible students may use their
Veterans (VA) benefits, including the Montgomery GI Bill
and Post 9/11 GI Bill, at Pinellas Technical College.

4. Apply for Financial Aid.
5. Complete registration form, confirm your
residency status, and pay for class.

• Pinellas Technical College accepts Florida Prepaid and the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education (COE) 7840 Roswell Road,
Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, Georgia 30350 770-396-3898 or 800-917-2081 and Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement
(SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033, (404) 679-4500

ENROLL NOW

